
IGHC NEWSLETTER       December 2016  
 

 

 

 

IGHC 
Newsletter 

      

 

 
 

   

INSTITUTE ON GLOBALIZATION AND THE HUMAN CONDITION (IGHC)   

Research News 

 Next semester the IGHC will be hosting 
our 2017 Fulbright Scholar, Dr. Rhacel 
Salazar Parreñas, Professor of Sociology 
at the University of Southern California. 
Her research areas include labour, 
gender, migration, and economic 
sociology. Her current work examines the 
intersections of human trafficking and 
labour migration. Dr. Parreñas’s latest 
book is a revised edition of Servants of 
Globalization (Stanford 2015). She is 
currently conducting a comparative study 
on the migration and labour of migrant 
domestic workers in Dubai and 
Singapore. She recently completed a 
fellowship at the Institute for Advanced 
Study (2015-2016) and a visiting 
professorship at Nanyang Technological 
University in Singapore (Fall 2016). While 
she is here she will deliver a guest lecture 
in our new course “Researching 

Globalization” 
(Global St 709) 
and give a public 
talk on domestic 
workers in Dubai, 
the latter of 
which is likely to 
take place in 
early or mid-

February, 2017.  

  

 Congratulations to our colleagues - 
Drs. Paul Huebener, Susie O'Brien, Tony 
Porter, Liam Stockdale, and Y. Rachel Zhou 
- of the IGHC Time & Globalization 
working group. Their edited volume, 
Time, Globalization and Human 
Experience: Interdisciplinary Explorations, 
is now published by Routledge! This new 
book focuses on the intersection of time 
and globalization, as manifested across a 
variety of economic, political, cultural, 
and environmental contexts. Taking an 
interdisciplinary approach, the volume 
advances an understanding of global 
time(s) as an arena of contestation, with 
social, political, ecological, and cultural 
implications for human and other lives. In 
considering the diverse valences of time 
and globalization, the contributors 
illuminate problems as well as 
possibilities.  
        Dr. Imre Szeman, Canada Research 
Chair in Cultural Studies at the University 
of Alberta, commented: "This vibrant 
collection provides a nuanced, 
multifaceted exploration of the 
intricacies of the temporal and the global, 
especially in relation to human 
imagination and sociality. A must for 
scholars from across the disciplines 
interested in processes and practices 
connected to globalization."  

 
 

 
Congratulations to Dr. Robert O'Brien 
and Dr. Marc Williams. The 4th edition of 
their textbook, Global Political Economy: 
Evolution and Dynamics, is now available 
in Chinese language. Published by China’s 
Renmin University Press in Beijing, this 
book is translated by Dr. Falin Zhang, who 
obtained his PhD in political science at 
McMaster University and is currently 
working at the Beijing (Peking) University 
in China! 

OGHC news  
by [Article Author] 
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Congratulations to Dr. Peter Nyers, Dr. 
Julie Young (IGHC-hosted SSHRC 
Postdoctoral Fellow), and their colleague 
Johanna Reynolds of York University for 
organizing a very successful, SSHRC-
funded, IGHC-hosted workshop, 
Dis/placing the Borders of North America, 
on October 13-14.  

        The workshop brought together 30 
researchers and students from across 
North America to address critical 
questions about displacement, 
resistance, and bordering practices 
throughout the region. It sought to 
examine the linkages and variations 
among the borders of North America in a 
context where state actors are 
increasingly focused on border control as 
a collaborative partnership, both within 
the region and globally. Six faculty 
members and eight graduate students 
from three departments (Political 
Science, Indigenous Studies, and 
Globalization Studies) at McMaster 
participated as presenters, discussants, 
and members of the logistical support 
team. 

        The two public events held in 
conjunction with the workshop fostered 
timely and important discussions about 
the impacts of Canadian policies both 
locally and within the region. The keynote 
address by Dr. Catherine Nolin, 
Transnational ruptures in a time of 
impunity: Genocide, mining & migration, 
drew an audience of more than 65 
students, faculty, and community 

members. A screening of the 
documentary film Migrant Dreams, 
followed by a Q & A with Director Min 
Sook Lee and Justice for Migrant Workers 
organizer Evelyn Encalada Grez, attracted 
more than 60 people from the wider 
Hamilton community, and was listed by 
live.cbc.ca as one of the top things to do 
in Hamilton that weekend. 

       In her welcome speech Dr. Rachel 
Zhou, the IGHC Acting Director, also 
emphasized the importance of organizing 
this workshop at this critical time, “when 
the questions about the borders have 
also led to the questions about 
globalization itself, and when the border 
has become a key site on which the new 
political divide has formed and mobilized 
in the United States and across Europe”. 

       

 On November 16 we wrapped up the 
IGHC Research Seminar series in Term 1 
with anthropologist Dr. Kee Howe Yong’s 
talk, Forced Cooperation with Western 
Modernity as Colonization in Thailand's 
Far South. Moderated by Dr. Travis 
Kroeker, this presentation explored 
Thailand’s historical cooperation with 
European colonizers and its own 
colonization of other sultanates. He 
asked: If Western modernity was 
assumed to be the telos of diverse forms 
of legal activities in Southeast Asia, did 
the establishment of Islamic courts 
reflect Siam’s sensibilities towards 
minority customs, or did it, in fact, 

provide the pretext for uneasy 
coexistence between majority and 
minorities and thus, the raison d’être for 
its stringent project of assimilation? 
 
 Moderated by Dr. Susie O’Brien, Dr. 
Liam Stockdale’s talk, Imagination, 
Anticipation, and Governance – The 
Politics of the Future in Global Security 
and Beyond, took place on October 24. 
Focusing on the post-9/11 global 
governance of (in)security, this talk 
critically explores what is at stake with 
the ongoing emergence of this ‘state of 
pre-emption’, particularly in the context 
of the liberal democratic politics at the 
forefront of the trend.  
 
 On October 26, over 50 people, 
including many community members, 
attended the screening of two Indian 
films – SANTHARA: A Challenge to Indian 
Secularism?, which addressed the 
tensions between religious rituals and 
secular law, and Teen Behenein (Three 
Sisters), a social justice film on dowry 
deaths in India. Presented by Shekhar 
Hattangadi, a Mumbai-based award-
winning filmmaker, this event was 
moderated by Dr. Chandrima Chakraborty 
and co-sponsored by Department of 
English and Cultural Studies, Department 
of Anthropology, and Department of 
Religious Studies.   
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Academic Programs 

  This year’s Fall Convocation took place on November 17, 2016. 
Warm congratulations to all 11 of our MA graduates this year: Basel 
Ammane, Alexandria Bell, Manvir Bhangoo, Olivia Bonham-Carter, 
Oldrich Bubak, Edith Chavez Perez, Myla Chawla, Darren Jahn, 
Njavwa Mukwavi, Farhana Reza, and Yu Sun. Best wishes to you on 
your new journeys, and please keep in touch with the IGHC! 

 The application portal for September 2017 entry was opened on 
November 14, 2016. The new recruitment brochure of our MA 
program – its pdf file can be downloaded from 
https://globalization.mcmaster.ca/documents/ighc-2017ma-
recruitment-brochure_revised.pdf – is now ready for promotion. 
We will need faculty members, students, and alumni to help us 
widely circulate it through your networks. Many thanks in advance!   

 This semester the IGHC offered a new third-year course – 
GLOBALZN 3A03 Globalization, Social Justice and Human Rights.  
Taught by Dr. Jasmin Hristov, it is one-of-a-kind: a course offered 
internationally through a partnership comprising universities in the 
United States, Italy, Portugal, and Russia, where versions of it are 
being taught simultaneously. The theme of globalization is present 
not only in what students learn, but in the way they learn, thanks 
to its unique structure, which involves a high level of ongoing 
interaction between McMaster students and their international 
counterparts. In this course students have the opportunity to be 
exposed to diverse perspectives on issues of global relevance, 
share their own ideas, and get feedback through online forums 
and blogs on the course’s website. They also participate in a 
collaborative project with their peers overseas. The classroom thus 
extends beyond McMaster, as we become an international 
community of learners exploring how globalization facilitates or 
inhibits the realization of human rights and social justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IGHC Events to Come 

 December 14-15, 2016 
Austerity and its Alternatives PDG Workshop  
Room 213, McMaster Centre for Continuing Education, 1 James St. N. Hamilton 
*Registration is required – please contact mitreasi@mcmaster.ca 
Organizer: Dr. Stephen MacBride, Canada Research Chair in Public Policy  
 

12:30-1:30pm, Tue., Jan. 24, 2017, L.R. Wilson Hall 1003 
Intimate Geographies, Transpacific Worldings, and the Pulse of the Archive 
*Co-hosted with the Department of English and Cultural Studies  
Speaker: Dr. Nadine Attewell 

12:30-1:30pm, Tue., Feb. 14, 2017, L.R. Wilson Hall 3001 
The Travels of “The Energy Transition”: Thinking Post-Carbon Capitalism in Latin 
America 
Speaker: Dr. Donald Kingsbury 
 

12:30-1:30pm, Tue., Mar. 21, 2017, L.R. Wilson Hall 3001 
Third Worldism Re-considered: The Multiple Lives of an (Unrealized) Political Project 
Speaker: Dr. Alina Sajed 

 The IGHC’s flagship undergraduate course – 
Globalization 1A03: Global Citizenship – was offered for 
the second time this fall. Enrolment was increased from 
150 to 200, and it has already become a popular 
elective for incoming students in the social sciences and 
humanities, as well as upper year students from other 
faculties, including business and health sciences. The 
instructor, Dr. Liam Stockdale, has developed the course 
as a highly interdisciplinary introduction to globalization 
broadly conceived, undertaken through a critical 
engagement with the increasingly ubiquitous notion of 
“global citizenship”. Students examine wider questions 
about global economic integration, cultural 
hybridization, and increasing global mobility, alongside 
more specific issues such as the social impact of global 
sporting spectacles, problems with the practice known 
as “voluntourism”, and the politics of cultural 
appropriation. Several guest lecturers have also shared 
unique, “real-world”, experiences — such as working for 
a public health NGO in Kabul, Afghanistan, or assisting 
with migrant integration initiatives in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. As the core course for the newly revised 
Minor in Globalization Studies, Global Citizenship has 
also served as a strong promotional vehicle for this 
program, and we are optimistic that many more 
students will be encouraged to enrol in our minor 
program after completing Globalization 1A03.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L. R. Wilson Hall 

https://globalization.mcmaster.ca/documents/ighc-2017ma-recruitment-brochure_revised.pdf
https://globalization.mcmaster.ca/documents/ighc-2017ma-recruitment-brochure_revised.pdf
https://macmail.mcmaster.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=Bk33aylVNw4s1k9WTA_He6Cy80iBvUJdeXLgOkNNKVrQxZwtmBXUCA..&URL=mailto%3Amitreasi@mcmaster.ca
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Other IGHC News 

  The IGHC has moved in the L. R. Wilson Hall on 
October 28, 2016. Our offices and students’ spaces are 
located on the second floor. Please drop by when you 
get a chance. The IGHC will soon invite you all to a New 
Year reception at our new home.  
 

  The IGHC new website 
(https://globalization.mcmaster.ca/) was launched on 
October 30.  Many thanks to those who have 
contributed photos, ideas, etc. A special thank-you 
goes to Nick Marquis for his tireless work! We are now 
in the process of adding some pages (e.g., for current 
and prospective students). If any IGHC members would 
like to take their profile photo, please contact us, and 
we will help connect you with a staff photographer.  
 

There is a vacancy (in Humanities) in the IGHC 
Advisory Committee as of January 2017. The 
Committee usually meets twice per semester to discuss 
the major matters concerning the IGHC. Please contact 
us if you are interested.  
 

  We also want to take this opportunity to express 
our appreciation for all of your contributions and your 
support for the IGHC over time! Our special thanks goes 
to our teaching faculty, to our Advisory Committee 
members, to colleagues who have generally 
contributed to various IGHC activities, and to Lihua 
Qian for her hard work and commitments of time, 
energy, and care to various aspects of the IGHC.  
 

 
 
Postdoctoral Fellowships 
 

 The Buffett Institute invites applications for two-
year postdoctoral fellowships in the study of global, 
comparative, or international affairs. Up to three 
fellows will be selected. Applications are welcome from 
scholars from any range of social science or 
interdisciplinary perspectives whose research 
addresses global, international, or transnational social 
processes, problems, governance, or conflicts. Apply 
online. The application deadline is January 3 at 5pm 
(http://buffett.northwestern.edu/fundi…/buffett-
postdocs.html).  
 
 
  If you have any news about grants, achievements, 
publications, or resources that you would like to share 
with our IGHC community, please contact us at 
gloablhc@mcmaster.ca.  
 

 

We wish everyone a restful 

 

Facebook: @instituteonglobalization 
Twitter:  @McMaster_IGHC 

 

Some New Courses in Term 2 

 Global St 701 Global Ethics and Religion 
3:30-5:30pm, Tuesdays, UH B115 
Professor Travis Kroeker (kroekert@mcmaster.ca) 
This seminar examines the contributions of religious ideas and practices 
to global ethics and, conversely, the implications of global ethics for 
religious practices. This term the focus will be on religious conceptions 
and interpretations of violence and ethics in the context of colonial and 
postcolonial state violence. Readings will include literary 
representations such as Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness and Black 
Elk Speaks, the Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
of Canada, the Berger report on the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry, 
and a range of theoretical perspectives. 
 

 Polsci 716/Global St 716 Comparative Authoritarianism  
11:30am-2:20pm, Mondays, KTH 732 
Professor Netina Tan (netina@mcmaster.ca) 
In this course we study the origins and theoretical explanations of 
authoritarianism. This is a timely topic, as we are experiencing a 
stagnation in the number of democracies and a rise of hybrid regimes. 
Autocrats are learning how to use elections, parties, and the legislature 
to co-opt dissent and maintain mass support. After comparing the 
different authoritarian regime types, we will examine how gender 
inequality, digital media, and international factors perpetuate 
authoritarian rule. We end the course by comparing the prospects for 
democratization in recent breakdowns in Asia, the Middle-East, and 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 
 

 Anth 702 The Politics of Desire: Thinking the Present through Various 
Sites of Sociopolitical and Economic Protestations 
11:30 – 2:20pm, Tuesdays, CNH307 
Professor Kee Howe Yong (yongk@mcmaster.ca) 
This interdisciplinary course explores the politics of desire during 
turbulent times in the current global neoliberal economic onslaught, 
witnessed by the proliferation of politics and protestations in various 
places that promise change in contexts that resist it. The course will 
explore the construction of the human conditions of what people want, 
what they imagine as beneficial, and what they strive for through the 
fields of politics, economy, and the philosophical. A major concern of 
this course is the relationships among political power, the production of 
subject(ivities), and the potential horizons of imaginative futures, if any. 
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