
The autumn of 2009 brings numerous challenges to the 

Department.  A record number of graduate students have 

been admitted to the program. This creates an excitement 

and critical mass of inquisitive minds, but also poses logistical 

issues for students and faculty. The spectre of H1N1 fl u hovers 

over undergraduate and graduate classes threatening to bring 

disruption and delay. The fi nancial challenges faced by the 

university and the province will also have an impact upon our 

operations. Despite these hurdles the faculty, staff and students in the Department 

continue to excel in their research, teaching, administration and learning. 

Examples can be found in this newsletter: the appointment of a retired faculty 

member to the Royal Society; participation in the European Consortium of Political 

Research; the graduate student International Relations journal, and the arrival of a 

new public policy assistant professor.

Robert O’Brien

Professor and Chair

William Coleman, 

Professor Emeritus 

and 2007 Trudeau 

Fellow, has been 

appointed Fellow of 

the Royal Society of 

Canada. The offi cial 

induction will take 

place at the end of November in Ottawa. 

Professor Coleman is currently the CIGI 

Chair in Globalization and Public Policy, 

Balsillie School of International Affairs 

and Department of Political Science, 

University of Waterloo.

■  KEY FACTS

■   Professor appointed to Royal Society

■   4 Successful PhD defenses

■   Record number of Graduate Students
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MOBILE CITIZENSHIP AND THE POLITICS OF MOVEMENT

■ PUTTING CITIZENSHIP IN MOTION
Global mobility is a defi ning characteristic 
of globalization, with more people on the 
move for travel, family, and work, or for 
reasons of war, poverty and displacement. 
At the same time, an ever more sophisticated 
mobility regime is emerging to channel 
and control international movements. The 
policing of mobility through increasingly 
restrictive border controls and security 
technologies poses some fundamental 
challenges to the right to movement for 
certain groups of citizens and non-citizens. 

On the weekend of 24-25 October 
2009, McMaster hosted a workshop to 
critically debate the right to movement 
in relation to the politics of citizenship. 
Called ‘Putting Citizenship in Motion: 
Migrant Activism, Mobile Citizenship and 
the Politics of Movement’, the workshop 
brought together an interdisciplinary group 
of scholars and activists with expertise 
in the area of migrant political activism. 
Workshop participants came from 
Canada, United States, United Kingdom, 
Spain, and Australia. 

The focus of the many of the 
presentations was on analyzing the 
strategies of resistance of non-citizen 
migrant groups in their encounters with 
current forms of border controls and 
security technologies. Evaluating the 
ways in which non-citizen migrant groups 
engage in acts of citizenship, even when 
lacking formal citizenship status, was a key 
topic of discussion.

Workshop organizers Peter Nyers and 
Kim Rygiel worked with an organizing 
committee of McMaster doctoral students: 
Sarah Batten, Heather Johnson, Jen 
Vermilyea, and Sonya Zikec. They will 
continue to work with the participants to 
develop a transnational network of scholars 
and activists on migrant rights politics. ■ 
By: Peter Nyers

FOCUS ON FACULTY 

We are pleased 
to announce that 
Dr. Michelle Dion has 
joined our Department 
to teach and conduct 
research in the fi eld 
of comparative public 
policy.  Michelle 

earned a BA from the University of Texas 
at Austin and her MA and PhD from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill.  She was formerly based at the Sam 
Nunn School of International Affairs at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology. 

Dr. Dion’s work has appeared in a 
number of journals including: PS: Political 
Science and Politics, Social Policy and 
Administration, Journal of Latin American 
Studies, Global Social Policy, Social 
Politics, and Latin American Politics and 
Society.  She also has forthcoming articles 
in Comparative Politics and International 
Studies Quarterly.     

Michelle Dion’s research addresses 
the ways in which economic and political 
processes produce different social 
policy outcomes in the developing world, 
particularly in Latin America. Through the 
development of theoretical explanations 
and hypothesis testing combining 
quantitative and qualitative methodologies, 
her work addresses key policy questions, 
including: Why do national social policies 
vary? What effect does globalization have 
on policies in developing countries, 
particularly in Latin America? And, what 
shapes public preferences for policy? Her 
work demonstrates that the answers to 
these questions lie at the intersection of 
political power and institutions. Economic 
change and domestic political institutions 
infl uence the political capacity of groups 
to shape welfare policy outcomes.  Her 
forthcoming book, Workers and Welfare 
in Latin America: Mexico in Comparative 
and Historical Perspective (University of 
Pittsburgh Press, Latin America Series), 
examines the role of organized labor and 
institutional change in the development of 
welfare policy in Latin America.

We extend a warm welcome to Dr. Dion 
and look forward to the contributions she 
will make to the Department.

Michelle Dion

GRADUATE 
STUDENT
IR JOURNAL 
A group of dedicated graduate students have launched a new multi media journal 
titled Bridges: Conversations in Global Politics.  The journal is aimed at assisting 
instructors and students interested in IR Theory.  It provides a forum for the 
exploration of advanced concepts in IR Theory, with an emphasis on teaching 
innovation and excellence. The journal will attract submissions that frame 
introductions to key concepts, thinkers and debates, in original and thoughtful ways, 
in order to facilitate intellectual engagement and exploration without sacrifi cing 
intellectual sophistication.

In order to promote accessibility, Bridges will use an innovative mixed-media format 
wherein submissions will include both a text-based ‘article’ component and a related 
multimedia ‘lecture’ component. The practical result will be a podcast matched with 
a citable text reference, with both components augmented by an ongoing web-based 
discussion.  The project began in September 2009, at the same time that the new 
Masters program in IR started within the Department of Political Science. ■



■ The autumn 2009 graduate intake has 
broken all previous records. Our existing 
Political Science MA attracted twenty-
three students while the new MA in 
International Relations has brought in an 
additional twenty-eight students. These 
fi fty one students are joined by six new 
PhD students in the fi elds of International 
Relations and Comparative Public Policy. 
The larger numbers creates more activity 
in the Department and in the classrooms!      

The rise in graduate numbers is 
attributable to several factors. The MA 
in IR brings in a new set of students 
interested in concentrating their studies 

in international relations. Additional 
scholarship money and teaching assistant 
positions have allowed the Department to 
make more and better fi nancial packages 
available to students. Follow-up by faculty 
and staff with applicants has increased the 
take up rate amongst potential students. 
Revamped WebPages and initiatives such 
as this newsletter, combined with our 
outstanding faculty is also helping with 
recruiting. 

An increase in graduate student 
numbers does place a strain on physical 
and human resources. A number of steps 
have been taken to respond to such 

challenges. The Department now has 
access to additional graduate teaching 
space and funds have been allocated to 
upgrade the common space available to 
MA students. The graduate assistant role 
has been expanded to full time hours to 
cope with increased workload. Finally, 
we continue to press our case for faculty 
appointments to support this expansion. 
Although procedures need to be modifi ed 
and some changes implemented, the 
expansion in graduate numbers is a 
welcome development and one which 
refl ects well upon a research intensive 
department. ■

■ In April 2009, with 
the support of a 
Mobility Fund Grant, 
Political Science PhD 
student, Jeff Loder 
was able to attend the 
European Consortium 
of Political Research 

(ECPR) Joint Sessions in Lisbon, 
Portugal.

The Joint Sessions is considered 
the crown jewel of the ECPR, which 
is the premier European political 
science association.Each year political 
scientists from all over the world meet 
at the Joint Sessions and participate 
in workshops organized around 
common themes. The workshops, 
which are made up of between 15 and 

20 participants, last 5 days and involve 
each participant presenting a paper 
related to the theme of the workshop 
followed by an in-depth discussion 
of each paper. For PhD students in 
particular, this format is a unique 
opportunity to receive constructive 
feedback on research from experts in 
a particular fi eld of study, since it is 
expected that all participants have the 
papers read in advance. For Jeff, it was 
a chance to present his own research 
on politicization and EU policymaking 
to both public policy experts such as 
Guy Peters, and EU studies experts 
such as Claudio Radaelli. Noteworthy, 
too, is the fact that Joint Sessions 
workshops are often organized with 
the intention of producing some form 

of publication. In Jeff’s case, he has 
been asked to contribute an article for a 
special issue of the Journal of European 
Public Policy based on the theme 
of the workshop he attended. Since 
McMaster’s Department of Political 
Science is an Associate Member of the 
ECPR, students are eligible to apply for 
ECPR Mobility Fund Grants to cover 
some of the costs associated with the 
attending the Joint Sessions. Graduate 
students are encouraged to take 
advantage of the opportunities that are 
available at the ECPR Joint Sessions.

The 2010 Joint Sessions will be held 
in March in Münster, Germany. The 
deadline for applications is December 1 
(http://www.ecprnet.eu/joint_sessions/). 
■ 

MA IR Students

EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM OF POLITICAL RESEARCH JOINT SESSIONS

FOCUS ON GRADUATE EXPANSION

Jeff Loder



■ Janet Ajzenstat, Professor Emerita is the fi rst winner of the John T. 
Saywell Prize for Canadian Constitutional Legal History, for her book The 
Canadian Founding: John Locke and Parliament, published in 2007 by 
McGill-Queen’s University Press. The Saywell Prize is given bi-annually 
to the best new book in Canadian legal history that makes an important 
contribution to an understanding of the constitution and/or federalism. 

■ On Tuesday, September 29th, Professor Emeritus and Past President of 
the Canadian Political Science Association Peter H. Russell led a discussion 
on the themes of his recent book to the Fourth Year Undergraduate/
Graduate Seminar on Canadian Public Policy (4O06/6O06). His new 
(2009) co-edited book is Parliamentary Democracy In Crisis. Among the 
contributors are Professors Jennifer Smith (B.A., McMaster), Dalhousie 
University and Graham White (Ph.D., McMaster), University of Toronto. 
At the end of the seminar, the students broke into an enthusiastic, 
spontaneous applause.    

■ We are proud to announce that Carol-Anne Hudson was one of the 
inaugural recipients of the Students Providing Aligned Research Knowledge 
(SPARK) awards. These awards, set up by the Canadian School of the 
Public Service, provide opportunities to graduate students to be paid 
for research projects in areas of public administration and public policy, 
completed in close collaboration with the federal public service. 
Ms. Hudson, whose doctoral dissertation looks into business participation 
in social policy reform in Toronto and Calgary, completed a report for Service 
Canada on minority language communities and their access to services.

■ Four McMaster MA graduates have been selected to be Legislative Interns 
at Queen’s Park as part of the Ontario Legislative Internship Programme. 
Congratulations to Maegan Baird, Paul Di Ianni, Jonathan Trentadue, and 
Natalie Tutunzis.

OTHER NEWS
Beier, Marshall
-  J. Marshall Beier and Lana Wylie, eds., Canadian Foreign Policy in 

Critical Perspective (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2010).

-  J. Marshall Beier, ed., Indigenous Diplomacies (New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2009).

Graefe, Peter
-  Graefe, P., 2009. “Les stratégies de relance et le projet de démocratiser 

l’économique” in Jean-François Lisée and Éric Montpetit (eds) Imaginer 
l’après-crise: Pistes pour un monde plus juste, équitable, durable. 
(Montréal:  Éditions du Boréal).

Dion, Michelle
-  Michelle Dion, Globalization, Democracy, and Mexican Welfare, 

1988-2006. Comparative Politics, October 2009.

Huque, Ahmed Shafi qul
-  Ahmed Shafi qul Huque, The Enigma of Development: Rethinking Goals, 

Strategies, Outcomes, Editor, (New Delhi: South Asian Publishers, 2009).

-  Ahmed Shafi qul Huque, “Does Ideology Matter? Incentive, Effi ciency 
and Management in the Public Sector”, International Journal of Public 
Administration, Vol. 32, 2009, pp. 929-950.

-  Ahmed Shafi qul Huque, “Evaluation of Public Service Training in India: 
Providers Consumers and Outcome”, in Ali Farazmand, ed., Bureaucracy 
and Administration, London: CRC Press/Taylor & Francis, 2009, 
pp.449-463 (with L. Vyas).

Nyers, Peter
-  Peter Nyers, ‘Sovereignty Redux? Autonomy and Protection in Military 

Interventions’, in Steven Bernstein and William Coleman, eds., Unsettled 
Legitimacy: Disruptions and Reconstructions of Political Community and 
Authority (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2009).

-  Peter Nyers, ‘Alien Equality’, Issues in Legal Scholarship (Fall 2009).

Porter, Tony
-  Porter, Tony (2009) “Global Governance as Confi gurations of State/

Non-State Activity,” in Jim Whitman, ed., Palgrave Advances in Global 
Governance (Baskingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan), pp. 87-104.

Stubbs, Richard
-  Richard Stubbs and Mark S. Williams, ‘The Poor Cousin? Canada-

ASEAN Relations’, International Journal, 64 (Autumn No.4) 2009.

Wylie, Lana
-  Wylie, L., (2009) “In Search of Prestige: Canadian Foreign Policy and 

the International Criminal Court,” American Review of Canadian Studies 
39.2, June 2009, 112-130. 

-  Wright, R. and Wylie L., eds. Our Place in the Sun: Canada and Cuba in 
the Castro Era. (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009).

FOCUS ON PUBLICATIONS

■  CONTACT US

The Political Perspectives Newsletter 
is published semi-annually by the 
Department of Political Science, 
McMaster University.

Editors: Dr. R. O’Brien, Chair
Ms. R. Mason, Administrator

Please send suggestions or contributions 
to:Department of Political Science
Kenneth Taylor Hall, Rm. 527
McMaster University, 
1280 Main Street West, Hamilton ON
Phone: 905-525-9140 ext. 24420
Fax: 905-527-3071
www.socsci.mcmaster.ca/polisci/

FOCUS ON AWARDS
CONGRATULATIONS 

GRADUATES SCHOLARSHIP AWARD WINNERS

Jessica Edge GRS (Globalization Research Scholarship) 
Marcela Gonçalves Vecchione GRS (Globalization Research Scholarship) 
Heather Johnson  OGS (Ontario Graduate Scholarship) 
Aine Leadbetter OGS (Ontario Graduate Scholarship) 
Matias Margulis GRS (Globalization Research Scholarship) 
Liam Stockdale SSHRC CGS 
Fatma Armagan Teke SGS International Excellence Award 
Jennifer Vermilyea SSHRC CGS 
Nicole Wegner OGS (Ontario Graduate Scholarship) 
Mark Williams SSHRC Doctoral 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RECENT PhD GRADUATES
■ Daniel Bousfi eld (Defended July 2009)
Title: A Political Economy of Protest: Ethical and Ethnographic Sensibilities of 
Contemporary Anti-Capitalism

■ Michael Kpessa (Defended July 2009)
Title: Resistance, Continuity, and Change: The New Politics of Pension Reforms 
in English-Speaking Sub-Saharan Africa

■ Heather McKeen-Edwards (Defended September 2009)
Title: Governing an Unknown Future: Discourses of Risk in the International 
Regulation in the Financial Services Sector                  

■ Austina Reed (Defended September 2009)
Title: State Strategy for Migration Management: Canada’s Two Temporary Foreign 
Worker Programs, the Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program and the Live-In 
Caregiver Program


