
The most signifi cant event 
of Spring 2010 that has not 

made this newsletter is the 

visit of external reviewers to 

conduct our undergraduate 

program review. An 

extensive overview of our 

program was led by the 

Undergraduate Chair, Tony Porter. He received 

crucial support from staff, numerous faculty and 

many students. Thank you to everyone who 

helped out. The review was an opportunity for 

us to refl ect upon the undergraduate program 

and listen to suggestions for improvement. 

We will report back on some of the changes in 

upcoming newsletters. Looking forward, I would 

like to draw special attention to the arrival 

of our new Canada Research Chair, Stephen 

McBride, who will be joining us in the autumn 

from Simon Fraser University. His arrival will 

reinforce and highlight our existing public 

policy and international relations expertise. ■

Robert O’Brien

Professor and Chair

On February 4th, 2010,  Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty visited 

a Level Three Political Science class in Political Communication.  

The class of 158 students was joined by about 15 Level Four 

students, faculty and staff to hear a 30 minute presentation 

by the Premier on the principles of good public leadership. 

Mr. McGuinty acknowledged that he does not always follow 

them, nonetheless his experiences have allowed him to 

discover these principles and to follow them as best he can. 

After his presentation, the Premier answered questions from the students and 

faculty over the next half hour. Then Mr. McGuinty joined the Dean of Social 

Sciences Charlotte Yates, Political Scientist Richard Stubbs and course instructor 

Henry Jacek, for lunch at the University Club.

On Thursday, April 1st, 2010, Mr. Yasir Naqvi, MPP gave a presentation to this 

same Political Science 3BB03, Political Communication class. Yasir, the Member 

of the Ontario Legislative Assembly from Ottawa Centre, received his Honours 

B.A. Political Science from McMaster in 1996. He received his law degree from the 

University of Ottawa and later practiced trade law in Ottawa. Last fall Mr. Naqvi 

was acclaimed as President of the Ontario Liberal Party. Yasir was accompanied 

by his Ontario Legislature Intern, Mr. Paul Di Ianni, 

Honours B.A. Political Science, McMaster (2008) 

and M.A. Political Science, McMaster (2009). ■

Henry Jacek
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FOCUS ON CANADA RESEARCH CHAIR

FOCUS ON FACULTY

■ The Political 
Science Department is 
pleased to announce 

the appointment of 

Professor Stephen 

McBride as Canada 

Research Chair in 

Public Policy and 

Globalization. Professor McBride will 

join the Department in September from 

Simon Fraser University where he was 

the founding Director of the Centre for 

Global Political Economy. His academic 

expertise complements the public policy 

and international relations strengths of our 

Department.

Professor McBride has authored or 

edited over 15 books and 70 book 

chapters or articles on the themes of 

unemployment and labour market 

policy, globalization and the state, 

neoliberalism, transnational governance, 

and reconfi guration of public authority.

Professor McBride’s CRC research 

will examine how, why and with what 

effect public policy change occurs 

in a globalizing environment. This 

includes research on three themes: 1. 

the employment policy responses to 

the 2008 fi nancial and economic crisis 

amongst members of the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development; 

2. the employment implications of 

measures to mitigate and / or adapt 

to climate change; 3. the changing 

relationships between public and private 

governance in the sphere of international 

dispute settlement.

While Professor McBride will be based 

in the Political Science Department 

his research interests overlaps with a 

number of University wide projects. His 

employment research complements the 

University’s focus on Work and Society, 

his focus on private – public authority 

governance at the international level 

corresponds to the University’s strategic 

area in Globalization, while McBride’s 

work on climate change will fi nd 

resonance with several initiatives 

around campus.

We look forward to Professor McBride’s 

arrival and the creation of new sets of 

creative and productive relationships. ■ 

■ Former Political Science Professor Roman March was awarded the Canadian 

Association of University Teachers (CAUT) Milner Memorial Award on November 

28, 2009. The Milner Award recognizes distinguished contributions to the cause of 

academic freedom. Professor March was one of 16 academic staff who resigned their 

posts at United College in Winnipeg in 1958 in protest over the fi ring of historian 

Harry Crowe. Crowe had been fi red for writing a letter critical of the president of the 

institution. This became the CAUT’s fi rst academic freedom case. The actions of March 

and others highlighted the commitment of professors to defend academic freedom, 

even at the cost of their own jobs. ■

Photo courtesy of the Canadian Association of University Teachers.

From left to right: John Warkentin, Marian Martin, Roman March, Kay Sigurjonsson and Hugh Makepeace

Ethnic Minorities and Political 
Representation in Canada
by Karen Bird and Mohammed Khan

■ Political representation is a complex 
concept. Those elected to political offi ce 
perform a tricky balancing act by toeing 
the party line, expressing the preferences 
of constituents, and applying their own 
experience and judgement to policy 
decisions. One core assumption about 
Canada’s party-centred parliamentary 
system is that there is much less space 
for an MP to diverge from the party line. 
Consequently, the particular characteristics 
of the ridings, as well as the personal 
background of the MPs are thought to have 
relatively little infl uence on the nature of 
political representation.

Our research on ethnic minority 
representation in Canadian politics questions 
this assumption. We ask a number of 
questions: 1) To what extent do Canadian MPs 
elected by ethnically diverse constituencies 
represent the interests of those ethnic 
groups? 2) What difference does it make 
whether the MP is from a minority ethnic 
background? 3) What do citizens from 
ethnically diverse constituencies expect in 
the way of political representation? 
To address these questions, we have 
undertaken two related empirical studies. 

Our fi rst study looks at the behaviour of 
MPs. We examine two venues for political 
representation: debates in the House of 
Commons and the MPs’ websites. We have 
produced a data set for all 308 MPs seated in 
the 40th Parliament, including content from 
their speeches in the House of Commons 
and from their websites. Our next task 
involves comparing the space for ethnic 
representation across the different venues. 
We also want to assess the relative weight 
of personal versus constituency factors in 
ethnic representation. 

Our second study approaches 
representation from the perspective of 
citizens. Specifi cally, we want to know 
whether the ethnicity of the MP matters 
to voters. 

Through these two studies, we hope to fi ll 
a number of gaps in current understandings 
of political representation in Canada.

Stephen McBride



FOCUS ON STUDENTS
■ A group of students belonging to the 

McMaster Canadian International Council 

(MCIC) successfully participated in the 

annual Carleton Model NATO conference 

that was held in Ottawa 25-28 February 

2010. The conference was attended by 

various universities across Canada who 

represented NATO-member countries 

in a two-day simulation exercise. This 

year the group representing McMaster 

comprised of fourth year Political Science 

student Thomas Doiron, third year 

Political Science students Raj Paleja and 

Mel Ling and Graduate International 

Relations student Imad Al-Sukkari. 

The group represented the Italian 

delegation on numerous simulation 

committees which included the Military 

Committee, Special Committee on 

Espionage & Terrorism and the North-

Atlantic Council (NAC). Overall, the 

delegation performed well as Doiron, 

Paleja and Ling managed to pass and 

sponsor a number of communiqués 

in their respective committees, while 

Al-Sukkari helped the organizing 

committee of the conference with setting 

up the crisis scenarios and providing 

assistance to fellow delegates and 

organizers. In addition, the delegation 

visited the Italian embassy and met with 

a number of Italian offi cials including 

Italian Vice Ambassador to Canada 

Grammenos Mastrojeni. Overall it was 

a great experience, with special thanks 

to the Department of Political Science, 

Experiential Experience offi ce (EE) and 

Student Affairs Services for funding and 

supporting this endeavour. ■

2010 NATO Conference Participants: From left to right:  Raj Paleja, Imad Al-Sukkari, 
Italian Vice Ambassador to Canada Grammenos Mastrojeni, Thomas Doiron and Melvyn Ling.
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FOCUS ON STUDENT AWARDS
■ Congratulations to our Graduate Students who received external funding awards for 2010. 

This year’s recipients are:

Liam Stockdale - The Dr. Ronald V. Joyce Ontario Graduate Scholarships in Social Sciences 

Mark Williams - The Tayce Wakefi eld Ontario Graduate Scholarship 

Michael Di Gregorio - Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC)

Jeffrey Loder - Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC)

■ Best Wishes to K. John Grant, who recently defended his thesis: Governance of the 

Stocks and Flows of Water ion the Great Lakes Basin: An Institutional Analysis, April, 2010 

(Supervisor: M. Sproule-Jones). PhD Graduates: (from top left) Carolina Moulin Aguiar; Dan Bousfi eld, 
Austina Reed, Jean-Michel Montsion and Heather McKeen-Edwards

■ NEW Field Placement Course (Poli Sci 3HP3) by Katherine Marsden
This past winter, I was given the opportunity to participate in a local government fi eld placement course organized by the 
Experiential Education offi ce and Dr. Karen Bird. My placement at the City of Hamilton involved assisting members of the City 
Manager’s Offi ce with the development of the Immigration Portal, which launched on April 30, 2010. The portal, which is funded 
by Citizenship and Immigration Canada, serves as a tool to aid immigrants with their integration into the community and features 
a variety of information ranging from applying for an Ontario Health Card, to employment and credential recognition resources. 

Through my placement, I was able to develop a practical understanding of the municipal role in facilitating the settlement 
and integration of newcomers, and the challenges that confront urban governments as they seek to deliver immigration-related 

services and resources. While the Constitutional authority to pass legislation in matters relating to immigration is concentrated at the federal and 
provincial level, immigration has increasingly become an area that requires input at the municipal level, and is certainly a policy fi eld that many 
municipalities are eager to engage in. 

Through the Immigration Portal and other initiatives including the Local Immigration Partnership Council, the City of Hamilton has shown 
it is willing and able to take on a heightened role in the delivery of integration and settlement services. Being careful to include inputs from 
the immigrant community during the development of the website, staff at the City of Hamilton have ensured that the Immigration Portal is an 
accessible and useful tool for immigrants seeking resources to facilitate their social and economic integration into the city and Canada as a whole.

Katherine Marsden



Ms. Nicole Allen, a third year Political 
Science student, was one of six Social 
Sciences students who were awarded a 
Student Project Grant through the offi ce 
of Experiential Education. Student Project 
Grants are designed to provide fi nancial 
support for student-initiated, experiential 
learning projects, on or off-campus, that 
allow students to enhance or expand their 
skills, knowledge and capacities. Nicole will 
use this award to support her attendance 
at the International Students for Liberty 
Conference in 2010.

PhD Student, Mr. Jeffrey Ballinger is the 
winner of the ISA Robert and Jesse Cox 
Graduate Essay Award, for his paper, 
“The Threat Posed by ‘Corporate Social 
Responsibility’ to Trade Union Rights”. This 
award honors the best graduate student 
paper of critical inquiry into international 
relations. This year 47 submissions were 
received which is over double that of 
previous years. Congratulations Jeffrey!

MA Political Science graduate 
Ms. Rebecca Bentham (’02), has been 
appointed the new McMaster Alumni 
Association President. Rebecca is the 

executive director of the Hamilton Law 
Association. In her new role, it is her hope 
to discover how the association can best 
meet the needs of the McMaster Alumni 
community and she invites you to share 
with her your comments or suggestions. 
Rebecca can be reached at 905-522-7992 
or bentham@hamilton.on.ca.

Congratulations to Dr. Greg Flynn who 
received a 2009-2010 MSU Teaching 
Award. This award is the result of being 
nominated, rated and selected by students 
who recognize a strong commitment to 
education and outstanding teaching ability.

Congratulations to our recent graduate, 
Dr. Mario Levesque, who will be taking up 
a tenure stream appointment at Wilfred 
Grenfell College, Memorial University of 
Newfoundland. 

PhD Student Mr. Matias Margulis, was 
awarded the 2010-2011 Cadieux-Léger 
Fellowship. The Cadieux-Léger Fellowship 
provides direct experience in a policy 
planning environment to researchers 
concerned with the diverse challenges facing 
Canadian foreign policy. The Cadieux-Léger 

Fellow is based in the Policy Research 
Division at DFAIT. At DFAIT, the Fellow 
is expected to advance a research project 
on a topic relevant to Canadian foreign 
policy and may also contribute to the work 
of the Department in the area of his or 
her expertise and include writing papers, 
offering presentations and participating in 
the policy development process.

Fourth year Political Science student, 
Ms. Clare McCormack was selected as the 
2010 Social Science Faculty Valedictorian 
which will take place on June 10, 2010. 
This fall, Clare will be pursuing a degree 
in Public Relations at Humber College.

Mr. Govind Rao, was awarded the 2010 Rudy 
Heinzl Award of Excellence and the 2010 
Ontario Undergraduate Student Alliance 
(OUSA) Teaching Excellence Award for 
McMaster University.

Ms. Jennifer Vermilyea (PhD2) has been 
awarded a SSHRC-CGS Michael Smith 
Foreign Study Supplement valued at $6,000. 
The money will be used to fund part of her 
travel/research to Durham University in the 
UK for the fall term of 2010.

FOCUS ON OTHER NEWS

FOCUS ON PUBLICATIONS
Dion, Michelle
-  Michelle Dion, Workers and Welfare: 

Comparative Institutional Change 
in Twentieth Century Mexico. 2010. 
Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh 
Press, Pitt. Latin American Series.

-  Michelle Dion, “Economic development, 
income inequality and preferences for 
redistribution” (with Vicki Birchfi eld). 
International Studies Quarterly, 54, 2 
(June), 2010, 315–334.

-  Michelle Dion, “Blogging in the 
political science classroom” 
(with Christopher N. Lawrence). 
PS: Political Science and Politics, 
43, 1 (January), 2010, 151-156.

Graefe, Peter
-  Peter Graefe and Mario Levesque, 

Accountability and Funding as 
Impediments to Social Policy 
Innovation: Lessons from the Labour 
Market Agreements for Persons with 
Disabilities, Canadian Public Policy 
vol. 36, no. 1, 2010, 45-62.

Hering, Martin
-  Hering, Martin “The Korean Experience 

in Comparative Perspective”. In Jae-Jin 
Yang and Thomas Klassen, eds. Work, 
Retirement, and Pensions in Aging Korea. 
London: Routledge. 2010. Pp. 148-175.

-  Hering, Martin, and Thomas Klassen. 
“Why We Need to Raise the Retirement 
Age”. Mowat Centre for Policy Innovation 
Analysis & Opinion (April 2010).

Huque, Ahmed Shafi qul
-  Ahmed Shafi qul Huque and Nathan 

Watton, “Federalism and the 
Implementation of Environmental 
Policy: Changing Trends in Canada and 
the United States,” Public Organization 
Review, Vol. 10, 2010, pp.71-88.

Ingram, James
-  James, Ingram, “Rights, Norms, 

and Politics: The Case of German 
Citizenship Reform,” Social Research 
77, no. 1 (Spring 2010), with Triadafi los 
Triadafi lopoulos.

Nyers, Peter
-  Peter Nyers, “Missing Citizenship,” 

International Political Sociology, 
4:1 (March 2010), pp. 95-98. 

-  Peter Nyers, “Dueling Designs: 
The Politics of Rescuing Dual 
Citizens,” Citizenship Studies, 
14:1 (February 2010), 
pp. 47-60.

O’Brien, Robert
-  Robert O’Brien and Marc Williams, 

Global Political Economy: 
Evolution and Dynamics 3rd Edition 
(New York: Palgrave, 2010).

-  Greg Flynn and Robert O’Brien, 
“An Internationalist Western 
Labour Response to the 
Globalization of India and China,” 
Global Labour Journal: 
Vol. 1: Iss. 1, (2010): 178-202.

Porter, Tony
-  Porter, Tony (2009) “Risk Models 

and Transnational Governance in the 
Global Financial Crisis: The Cases of 
Basel II and Credit Rating Agencies,” 
in Eric Helleiner, Stefano Pagliari 
and Hubert Zimmermann, eds., 
Global Finance in Crisis: The Politics 
of International Regulatory Change 
(London: Routledge), pp. 56-73.

Wylie, Lana
-  Wylie, L. Perceptions of Cuba: 

Canadian and American Policies in 
Comparative Perspective (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 2010). 

-  Beier, J. Marshall and Lana Wylie, 
eds., Canadian Foreign Policy in 
Critical Perspective. (Toronto: Oxford 
University Press, 2010). 

-  Wright, R. and L. Wylie, eds. Our 
Place in the Sun: Canada and Cuba in 
the Castro Era. (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 2009).
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